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other parts are sweltering in a torrid temperature.
That wonderful land, Japan, whose peoplehave made such amazing strides in

catching up with the most advanced civill
zation of the Occident, and who never hawacceptedChristiapity, has a most delightfulclimate during winter, with a large
amount of sunshine and moderate temper-

The vast Christian nation so long ruled
by the Cfcar, and now in such deplorable
chaos, has a varied climate during Decern-
ber. From temperate conditions in the
southern portion of its European possessionsit gradually grows colder as one goes
northward until a region of great severity
Is reached. At Petrograd the average night
temperature is 6 degrees below zero. At
Moscow it is colder, the average of its

minimum temperature being 11 degrees
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below. Two-thirds of the time it is cloudy
at these two cities.
Verkhoyansk, in the central i»ortion of

Siberia, is nearly the coldest place in the
world where Observations are regularly
taken. There Christmas Day may be usheredin with a temperature as low as 75
degrees below zero. For days at a time
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Two Admi
THK McKIN I«EY AND ROOSEVELTADMINISTRATIONS:1197-1909. By James

Kurd Rhodes. The Mactnillan Company.

THERE are two conceivable methods
of writing history The first. tincturedvitally witlf the personality of

the historian, depends upon the constructionof a vast, panoramic background from

which the writer, through an amalgamationof his researches, reconstructs the
vivid picture of the past. In the second
the historian is not only the recorder of

the spirit and fact of bis period but of its

thought as well. His own personality is

submerged In the weight of contemporary
thought brought forward to vitalize the
emotions of the people.
Those familiar with the admirable historicalseries of Dr. Rhodes will recall his

strict adherence to the latter method, and
nutv look forward in the present volume
to as clear a picture and as full a presentationof fact as were container! in the
earlier works. The difficulties of his present
task doubtless presented (freater obstacles
than tho-e which he has encountered in the
past. With a perspective of but twentyfiveyears between the beginning of his
period and the present day lie has heen
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this extreme cold remains, the wannest
l>art of the day varying but little from the
coldest.

In many of the cities of the southern
hemisphere Christmas Day is likely to be
such as will cause the sojourner to long
for some cooler region. There it is mid-
summer, the grass is green and the fruit
is on the trees. We of the North could
hardly realize that it is December. In the
pampas of the Argentine RepulJlic every-
thing is parched. The white stucco walls
and the red tile roofs in the cities reflect
me incense rays i>i me sun into ine snimmeringair. In Rio de Janeiro the days
are almost unbearable, the daily tempera;ture rising; to 100 degrees and over at
midday and seldom falling; to 60 degrees
at night. Bear in mind that the greater
part of the area of South America lies betweenthe equator and 30 degrees south
latitude. But wherever in these South
American cities one can escape to an elevationof several thousand feet a pleasant
temperature may be found.

At Santiago, Chili, it is more comfortable
than in Brazil, for the nights are cool, even
though the day temperatures rival those

?rom the "Gorilla Trail." (Appleton.)

of the Argentine Republic. But here the
cool niountaln tops are almost hanging
over the coast cities.
At Cape Town, in the extreme south paft

of Africa, two days out of three are clear
and the daily range of temperature is from
46 degrees to 83 degrees, making fairly
pleasant conditions during the Christmas
holidays.

nistrations
forced to write with one eye to the present
and ever changing opinion regarding old
issues still live to-day, while the fuller
sweep of his eye is cast toward the past,
lie ha* acquitted himself admirably. Consciouslya Republican and swayed, quite
natur.illy, by many of the prejudices of his
party, he is not prevented from criticism
when the Republican aim has seemed unworthyand his decisions are reached after
a careful summary of both sides of the
question.

In preparing his history Dr. Rhodes has
made a careful collatiqp of the data, biographicalas well as purely historical,
marking the contemporary thought of his
period, and has arranged his material in
order that the story may be tokl rather
from the standpoint of the men who took
in actual part in the affairs of the day
than from his own. Even his personal
opinions .ire backed by an elaborate and
full system of foot notes.
He din's not conceal his admiration for

either McKinley or Roosevelt. Fur the
former, though apparently condemning his
forcing of the issue which led to the war
with Spain, he had the greatest respect.
A fi r Roosevelt, he has gone far in presentinga keen. unidealized portrait.

* 11-v«lt I nl a wonderful brain." he
'an ind. mita'de rapacity f'>r work

His mistakes were few; his accomplishm<nts many,"
STKWAUT T BKAfll
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